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Term 1-2:    Long Ago and Far Away Areas of Learning 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As Historians, we will learn about the early 

Islamic civilisations and the cultural, social 

and scientific changes that occurred across 

the Middle East and into Europe. We will use a 

variety of sources to find out about what life 

was like for people of all races in the empire 

that was created from the birth of Islam. We 

will use geographical skills to relate these 

changes to maps and specific locations, 

using physical and political maps, as well as 

satellite images. 

 

As Readers and Authors, we will study 

traditional stories from Arabia and Persia, 

aiming to understand the messages and 

culture behind them. We will write our own 

stories modelled on one of these tales. We will 

use and write non-fiction texts to understand 

the historical and religious aspects of the 

Islamic Empire.   

 

As Artists, we will create mathematical 

designs based on Islamic art and calligraphy, 

exploring the use of shape and colour.  

As Musicians, we will explore the theme of 

Scheherazade through melody and 

composition using the composer Rimsky 

Karsakov as our  starting point. 

At Neston, learning will be driven by: 

Ambition Respect Diversity As Scientists, we will... 

As ambitious learners we will: 

 

Persevere with intricate design 

work. We will strive to understand 

an area of learning beyond our 

own experience and across a vast 

period of time.   

As respectful learners we will: 

 

Explore the similarities and differences 

between ourselves and other cultures 

with interest and respect, learning that 

everyone has a right to their beliefs 

and with rights come responsibilities. 

As learners we will: 
 

Celebrate the range of culture, belief 

and experience that we explore and 

learn to see the diversity of being and 

thinking as an opportunity to ask 

questions and understand the wider 

world in a positive and open minded 

way. 

 

Be exploring Evolution and inheritance and 

how all living things change over very long 

periods of time.  

We will discover how the theory of evolution 

was discovered by Darwin and the impact 

that it had and still has on societies and 

scientists today. 

 



Core Learning Skills Successful Learner Skills Key Skills (CQ level specific) 

Literacy 
 Knowing and understanding what, 

how and why I am learning 

 Enjoy exploring, discovering and 

unlocking our hidden treasures 

 Knowing that we shine and reach 

the stars 

 Learning from our mistakes 

 Knowing how to improve and 

being resilient  

 Looking after each other 

 Learning reciprocally 

 Celebrating everyone’s 

achievements 
 Imagining, dreaming and believing 

for ourselves and others 

History,  geography and citizenship 

 Use story-telling to develop our reading, 

speaking and writing skills, culminating in 

our own version of a traditional Arabic 

Tale. 

 Using our class book ‘One Thousand and 

One Arabian Nights’ to learn how to 

develop characters. 

 Use spoken language to develop 

understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring 

ideas 

 Non-fiction writing for a leaflet outlining 

the central features of a mosque. 

Investigate 

 

 

Undertake 

investigations and 

enquiries, using 

various methods, 

media and 

sources. 

Ask relevant 

questions. 

Analyse 

 

 

Compare, interpret 

and analyse 

different types of 

evidence from a 

range of sources. 

Recognise and 

describe change. 

 

 

Communicate 

 

 

Present and 

communicate 

findings in a range 

of ways and 

develop arguments 

and explanations 

using appropriate 

specialist 

vocabulary and 

techniques. 

Consider and 

respond 

 

Consider, respond 

to and debate 

alternative 

viewpoints in 

order to take 

informed and 

responsible 

action. 

Maths Science  and design technology 

 Use knowledge of symmetry, reflection 

and rotation to design and create Islamic 

designs. 

 Reading scales and using this to create 

timeline of historical periods and events, 

as well as applying it to map scales 

 Use data handling skills to show 

information on branching diagrams 

 Ongoing calculation development of skills 

and how these can be applied in a range 

of contexts 

Generate 

ideas 

 

Observe and 

explore to 

generate 

ideas, define 

problems and 

pose 

questions in 

order to 

develop 

investigations. 

Investigate, 

observe and 

record 

Engage safely 

in practical 

investigations 

and 

experiments 

and gather 

and record 

evidence by 

observation 

and 

measurement. 

Design, make 

and improve 

 

Apply 

practical skills 

to design, 

make and 

improve 

products 

safely, taking 

account of 

users and 

purposes. 

Explain 

 

 

Communicate 

and model in 

order to 

explain and 

develop ideas, 

share findings 

and 

conclusions. 

Evaluate 

 

 

Make 

systematic 

evaluations 

when 

designing, 

making and 

investigating, 

to bring about 

improvements 

in processes 

and 

outcomes. 

RE, PSHE, P4C, PE, MFL 

Exploring Islamic belief and tradition 

and understanding the roots that are 

common with Christianity and Judaism. 

 

Asking and exploring questions around 

belief and genetics and how these 

questions affect us all. Learning to speak 

your feelings and questions. 

 

PE with class teacher – cricket, netball 

and football 

 

Spanish with Mrs Graham  

 

 

ICT Art, music, drama 

 Ongoing use of ICT to support research 

and presentation 

 Use of satellite maps 

Explore 

 

Explore, 

investigate and 

experiment 

from a range of 

stimuli and 

starting points, 

roles, 

techniques, 

approaches, 

materials and 

media. 

 

Create 

 

Create, design, 

devise, 

compose and 

choreograph 

individual and 

collective work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Improvise 

 

Improvise, 

rehearse and 

refine in order 

to improve their 

capability and 

the quality of 

their artworks. 

 

 

 

 

Present 

 

Present, display 

and perform for 

a range of 

audiences, to 

develop and 

communicate 

their ideas and 

evoke 

responses.   

 

 

 

Evaluate 

 

Use arts-

specific 

vocabulary to 

respond to, 

evaluate, 

explain, 

analyse, 

question and 

critique their 

own and other 

people’s artistic 

works. 

 


