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Neston Primary School 
 

Community, Creativity, Courage 

 
NEWSLETTER - Issue Nº 5 

24th November 2023 

Dear Parents / Carers 
 
Thank you to FoNS and the whole Neston Team for raising a whopping £8,500 for the school.  It was an 

incredible event and so lovely to see pupils (old and new) coming together to help, watch the fireworks and 

have fun.  Thank you FoNS team; without you the school would be a very different place. 

 

On January 11th, a wonderful production of Jack and the Beanstalk will be coming to school.  We are asking 

for a donation via ParentPay (details to follow) The children have been wowed by this experience in the 

past as the school hall is turned into a theatre.  I know that this performance is going to be just as fabulous 

as in previous years. 

 

As we head into the Christmas season, please check the calendar for important dates such as Willow’s 

Nativity, Christmas Lunch, Choir concert and Christmas parties. There is such a lot going on! 

 

Yesterday, Beech Class visited the Victorian school at Sevington. The children looked amazing in their 

Victorian costumes and quickly got into character. Some were a little taken aback by the strictness of the 

school teacher and were grateful that Neston’s approach is slightly different! 

 

On Wednesday after school, Neston hosted a fantastic friendly football match with Colerne Primary School.  

Despite it being a friendly, it is wonderful to be able to tell you that we won 1:0. Go Neston! Thank you to 

Ms Sims for organising the event. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend 

 
With warmest wishes 
 
 
 
 
Pam Evans 
Head Teacher 
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Percentage 
attendance 

What this means for your child 

98% Excellent attendance that will contribute towards excellent learning and progress. 

96-97% Good attendance that will contribute towards good learning and progress. 

93-95% Average attendance & monitored closely 

80-92% Below average attendance that may begin to have an adverse effect on learning and 
progress. The school will closely monitor the absences and reasons for them. The 
Educational Welfare Officer may become involved and a school attendance meeting 
may take place. 

Less than 80% Very poor attendance that will have a negative effect on learning and progress. The 
Educational Welfare Officer will become involved in supporting the family to improve 
attendance.  

REPORTING ABSENCE 
 
Please could we remind parents of the following procedures for reporting your child absent:- 
 

• If your child is absent from school, please call 01225 810478 and leave a brief explanation on the 
absence answerphone before 9.10am –Please phone for every day of absence 
 

• If you need to notify us that your child will be absent due to an appointment please email the office 
admin@neston.wilts.sch.uk 
 

• If you wish to request a leave of absence, please complete and return the relevant form (which can be 

obtained from the school office or online via http://nestonprimary.co.uk/useful-links-forms ) which will then 

be passed to Mrs Evans for consideration. 
 
As part of our Safeguarding procedures, we will contact parents of those children who are not present 
for registration. 
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School Dinners 

 
Please can we remind you that meals need to be ordered at least one week in advance. 

 
The booking deadline is midnight on a Wednesday and a text is sent out at 6pm on 

Wednesday every week. 
 

If you miss the midnight deadline, ParentPay will not allow you to book meals for the 
following week.  You will still be able to order for subsequent weeks, with the option to book 

for the whole term, if you wish. 
 

If you do miss the booking deadline, you will need to provide a home packed lunch for the 
whole of the following week. 

 
Our kitchen orders the food and prepares the meals based on the number of dinners booked 

on a Wednesday.  This helps to reduce food wastage and keeps costs down, which is especially 
important with the current economic climate. 

 
We thank you for your co-operation and understanding. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE PACKED LUNCH OPTIONS ARE FOR CHILDREN  
IN KS2 ONLY (YEARS 3 TO 6) 

 

 

Children In Need 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported Children in Need this year.   

Neston School has raised £184 for this great cause. 

Should you wish to make a donation, please visit 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=11746  
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TERM DATES 2023-2024 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY – 2023-2024 
November 2023  April 2024 

DATE EVENT    

Thursday 23rd Beech  - Sevington Victorian School  Monday 15th Term 5 Starts 

Wednesday 29th Oak / S Birch – Webinar – Meet the Author – Jim 
Dougherty 

 W/B 15th  Workshare Sessions 

 Thursday 25th  Parents’ Evening 

   Tuesday 30th Parents’ Evening 

     

     

     

December 2023  May 2024 

DATE EVENT  DATE EVENT 

Monday 4th Yr R – 6 Nasal Flu Vaccinations  Monday 13th KS2 SATs Week 

Tuesday 12th  Willow Nativity – 9.10am  Friday 24th School Games Day 

Thursday 14th Christmas Dinner  Monday 27th Half Term 

Friday 15th KS2 Intra House Football Tournament    

Wednesday 20th  Class Christmas Parties    

Thursday 21st  Christmas Break    

     

   June 2024 

   DATE EVENT 

   Monday 3rd TD Day 

January 2024  Tuesday 4th  Term 6 Starts 

DATE EVENT  W/B 3rd Chestnut – Multiplication Tables Check 

Thursday 4th Term 3 Starts  W/B 10th Oak – Phonics Screening Check 

Thursday 11th Jack & The Beanstalk Pantomime  17th – 19th Chestnut - Braeside Residential 

Monday 15th 
Chestnut - Multiplication Table Check Briefing - 
2.45pm 

   

 July 2024 

Monday 22nd  Beech – SATs Briefing – 2.45pm  DATE EVENT 

   W/B 1st Workshare Sessions 

   W/B 8th Meet the Teacher Sessions 

   W/B 15th Meet the Teacher Sessions 

   Tuesday 9th New Class Changeover  
 Tuesday 16th Beech Leavers Assembly (TBC) 

February 2024  Friday 19th KS2 Intra House Cricket Tournament 

DATE EVENT  Wednesday 
24th 

TD Day 

Friday 9th TD Day  Thursday 25th Summer Holidays 

Monday 12th  Half Term  
 

Monday 19th Term 4 Starts    

      

   New Dates Will Be Added In Red 

March 2024    

DATE EVENT    

Friday 1st Cricket Taster Sessions    

5th – 8th Beech Residential    

Thursday 7th World Book Day    

Thursday 7th Books & Bacon – Details to Follow   

Friday 15th Comic Relief / Red Nose day   

Friday 22nd  KS2 Intra House Rugby Tournament   

Thursday 28th Reports  

Friday 29th Easter Break  
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The Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has launched The Big Ambition, a 
national survey of children and young people across England. 

The Big Ambition aims to hear from children across England on what they think is important! In the 
lead up to the next General Election, the Children’s Commissioner wants to take children’s thoughts, 
opinions and ideas to decision-makers, to make sure that the Government hears young people’s 
voices on what they think needs to be done to make children’s lives better in England. 

The Big Ambition survey will be open until Friday 15th December. 

To start the survey click here https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/the_big_ambition/  

The Big Ambition is open to children and young people in England aged 0-18 years old. Parents can 
assist children who cannot complete the survey themselves.  

The survey takes around 10 minutes to complete and can be completed on mobile phones, tablets, 
laptops and computers. 

The survey asks for information about the person responding, the child’s age, and what school they 
attend. There is also an option to complete an easy-read version with larger text. The questions are 
slightly different depending on the age of the child answering, but, everyone is asked what they think 
the Government should do to make children’s lives better. 

It’s important to remember that the survey is not a test and that there are no right or wrong 
answers. 

Everything in the survey is anonymous. If you would like to find out more about their data protection 
policies, please visit their information and privacy page. 

If you have any questions about the survey or The Big Ambition, you can contact them using the contact form 

on their website https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/the-big-ambition/ 

 

mailto:admin@neston.wilts.sch.uk
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Family and Community Learning 

 

Who are we and what do we do?  

Family and Community Learning (FaCL) offer adults a range of single-session and short courses 

taught online or at venues across Wiltshire.  

 

Our courses are designed to enable adults to build confidence, gain new skills, reconnect with 

learning and take their next steps to further learning, volunteering or employment  

 

Our courses cover a variety of topics including:  

• Wellbeing and confidence building  

• Skills for adults - English, ESOL, maths, IT, work-related skills  

• Family skills - helping your child with learning and emotional wellbeing  

• Independent living skills for adults with learning difficulties and disabilities.  

 

Information about our courses can be found here: What's On? - Work Wiltshire  

 

Who do we work with?  

Our courses are funded by the Education and Skills Funding Agency.  

Courses are no cost to learners who are 19+ and resident in UK/EU for 3+years* and live in Wiltshire, 

and if they can tick any one of these criteria:  

• less than 5 GCSEs grades A-C  

• in receipt of benefits  

• military family  

• family with SEN child  

• are unemployed and seeking employment  

 

*Adults with certain types of immigration status and their family members are also eligible to join 

our courses.  

 

If you are unsure about eligibility, or if the person you are referring has any questions, please contact 

us for more information and support:  

Call us: 01225 770478  

Email: familyandcommunitylearning@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Website: https://workwiltshire.co.uk/family-and-community-learning/  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Wiltsfamilylearning/ 

mailto:admin@neston.wilts.sch.uk
http://nestonprimary.co.uk/
mailto:familyandcommunitylearning@wiltshire.gov.uk
https://workwiltshire.co.uk/family-and-community-learning/
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Please visit our website to view all the before and after school clubs that are on offer 

http://nestonprimary.co.uk/school-clubs 

Please note, in line with our Safeguarding and Child Protection policies, parents cannot remain on site 
during their child’s club. 

 

 

 

At Neston school we are committed to keeping our young people safe online. We teach online safety as part 

of our computing curriculum and support our children to learn how to stay safe from different risks online 

and where they can go to get help and advice.  

We want all the children at Neston school to feel confident that they can stay safe online. If you need any 

further support with issues relating to online safety then please speak to a member of staff. You can also 

check out our online safety page on the school website http://nestonprimary.co.uk/e-safety which contains 

up to date information and links to further online safety resources. 
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FoNS – Who We Are 

 

Friends of Neston School (FoNS) formed in 1998 and registered as a charity in 2001 with the purpose to 

advance the education of the pupils at Neston School with two main aims: 

• Developing effective relationships between the staff, parents and others associated with the 

school 

• Engaging in activities or providing facilities or equipment which support the School and advance 

the education of the pupils 

We are always seeking ways to improve and evolve as your children progress through the school. We 

welcome any new ideas and suggestions for events.  

 

 

 
Did you know that FoNS have their own Facebook page? 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Neston-School-711133625923126/ 

 

Follow us for our school fundraising activities! 

 

Dates and events will be added to the Newsletter once a they have been finalised. 
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MEDICATION IN SCHOOL 

 

Please can we remind parents that if your child requires medication during school 

hours, that a form is completed and returned to the school office, along with any 

medicines that are clearly named. 

 

Children should not have medicine in their school bags and self-administer.  This can 

include creams, calpol, ibuprofen, hayfever tablets etc. 

 

If you need to complete a form, these can be collected from the school office or 

downloaded from our website via - http://nestonprimary.co.uk/useful-links-forms 

 

If you have any queries regarding the above, please contact the school office on 

admin@neston.wilts.sch.uk 

 

We thank you for your support in this matter. 
 

 

 

Please can we remind parents that dogs are not allowed on the school premises. We'd 
be grateful if they could be kept back from the school gate too. Thank you 
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MUSIC LESSONS 

 

Did you know we have some amazing music teachers who offer private music tuition in piano 

and guitar? 

 

Please visit our webpage for further details 

http://nestonprimary.co.uk/parents 
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OUR SCHOOL DAY 

 

 

 

 

 8.30am School Office Opens 

 8.45am School Gates Unlocked 

 8.50am Our school day starts. Children will be welcomed 

into class where an activity will be waiting for them.   

 9.00am Registration 

 9.10am Registration Closes / School Gates Locked 

 10.15am KS1 Break / Snack Time 

 10.30am KS2 Break / Snack Time 

 12.15 – 1.15pm Lunchtime 

 3.15pm School Gates Unlocked 

 3.15pm   Home Time 

 3.30pm School Gates Locked & School Office Closes 

 

Please can we ask that parents are considerate of our neighbours and cautious where you park at 

drop off and pick up times. This includes leaving the bus stop free for the school bus and not 

blocking the entrance to the school car park, as this is required at all times. 

 

Please also be mindful that cars leaving the car park cannot always see out onto the road clearly. 

 

We have received complaints from local residents in Pitts Croft of driveways being blocked. 

 

We thank you for your continued support in this matter. 
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